# v Britannica'Sc/oo/ Elementary

Ruby Bridges

When Ruby was in kindergarten, a federal court ruled that New Orleans schools
needed to become integrated, or to allow both black and white students to attend.
The school district chose several African American children to start the next school
year at all-white schools. Ruby was chosen to attend the William Frantz Elementary
School.

Ruby was the only African American child attending Frantz School. She was taken
to and from school by four federal marshals, policemen assigned to protect her.
White parents who did not want their children taught in the same school as black
children yelled at Ruby and threatened her. Most white parents also would not let
their children attend the Frantz School anymore, so Ruby was the only student in
her first grade class for most of the year. She and her teacher, Barbara Henry,
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What was
segregation?

What made
desegregation so
difficult?

e 1896 the supreme court decided segregation was legal,

this meant that African Americans could be kept separate

from whites

e African Americans and whites had different schools

e 1954 Supreme Court changed their minds and decided

that schools must let both white and African American

students attend

e Having separate schools was not equal, or fair

e Ruby Bridges was the only African American at her school

e Before this, schools had been segregated or separated.

e A lot of people did not think it was right for white children

to attend the same school as Ruby Bridges

e People yelled and were mean to Ruby when she went to

school

e Parents took their children out of school so they would

not be in Ruby's class

e Desegregation was hard because many people did not think

White people and African Americans should be together.




What were the e The courts decided that schools had to desegregate and

important events allow both African American and white students to attend the
involved in

. same school
desegregation?

e Ruby Bridges was the first African American to go to her

school, which had been all white before

e Many people were angry at her for doing this, but she

learned that no one should be judged by the color of their

skin

e Ruby Bridges going to a school that had been all white was

an important event in desegregation







e Writing down the main ideas and details in
your own words.

e Using short phrases and keywords.

e Breaking down big ideas into the most
important parts.



